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In the name of convenience, home automation and security have increasingly By The Silicon Review
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"Internet of things" (loT), home automation will get even bigger, with over 50 billion with Consumers”

connected devices expected to be used by the year 2020.
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A home automation system is incorporated with a smart or connected home, providing homeowners with

security, energy efficiency and convenience. The smart home has appliances, devices and video systems that
have the capability of communicating with each other and can be controlled remotely, whether locally in the
home or from any location in the world, usually by a web-enabled smart phone or tablet.

Benefits of the Best Home Automation System

Since its "official" origins in 1996 with the ECHO IV, the benefits of home automation software integration have
been making way for added accessibility and safety. With home automation, a homeowner can get:

Timely Notifications: \Whether at home or away, instant notifications are sent to the homeowner's smart phone
or tablet. These can range from alerts about a power outage in the home to a notification about an unwanted
guest.

Remote Access: Homeowners can check in on their homes remotely via in-home video systems which allow
them to view live video on a smart phone, tablet or desktop.

Remote Operation: Temperature, lights, locks and appliances can be controlled remotely, and the security
system can be armed and disarmed from anywhere in the world.

Increased Energy Efficiency: Controlling appliances and temperature remotely can make for better energy
management.

Safeguards with Home Automation and Smart Devices

Technology-based devices run the risk of being compromised. That's why it is so important to put certain
safeguards in place to protect the digital doorways from cyber-attacks.

Create Sfrong Passwords

Setting a strong password is the simplest way to protect sensitive data. Here are some techniques that will
strengthen home automation security.

= Use more than four characters - It is harder for cyber-attacks to penetrate password protected information if
the password is eight characters long (or longer).

» Use special letters or characters — Using upper and lower case letters with numbers and symbols will add a
higher level of security.

= Use multiple passwords — For different websites, use more than one password to prevent easy access.

= Avoid predictable passwords — Avoid using predictable passcodes such as birthdays, anniversaries or any
kind of public information.

Regularly Update Software

Outdated sofiware makes it easy for attackers to infiltrate cyber security. Hackers can easily identify weak spots
and take advantage of the opportunity, gaining access to important systems. Homeowners need to ensure that
handheld devices are fully and regularly updated to ensure proper security.

Limit App Access

When downloading or installing apps on devices, especially smartphones, the user is sometimes prompted to
allow access to various functions of the device. Giving access could be opening up a gateway and give away
information such as contact lists, e-mails, locations, and photos. Restricting access to apps will keep important
information protected.

Avoid Suspicious Links

Homeowners need to take great care when clicking on links. Unfamiliar links can have embedded malware that
can give an attacker access to pertinent data.

Expanding Home Automation Platforms

As technology advances and consumers' interests increase, innovations in home automation will only get better.
The integration of more advanced home automation software and handheld devices is constantly being
developed to go hand-in-hand with growing digital demand.

Disclaimer:

Chetfu, Inc. does not affect the opinion of this article. Any mention of specific names for soffware, companies or
individuals does not constitute an endorsement from either party uniess otherwise specified. All case studies and
blogs are written with the full cooperation, knowledge and participation of the individuals mentioned. This blog
should not be construed as legal advice.

Chefu was incorporated in 2000 and is headquartered in Florida. We deliver World-Class Soffware Development
Solutions serving entrepreneurs to Fortune 500 clients. Our services include process and systems design,
package implementation, custom development, business intelligence and reporting, systems integration, as well
as testing, maintenance and support. Ghetu’s expertise spans across the entire IT spectrum.

- See more at: https://www.chetu. com/blogs
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