HEALTH

A woman of discipline
still enjoys life at 94

“ t feels good. 1 feel alright”. That's Florence

Fletcher telling the North Coast Times how

she felt about reaching an important mile-

stone. She celebrated her 94th birthday on March 4,

2044, Surrounded by family and friends in Exchange,
St Ann, she was a woman at peace.

Miss Fletcher hails from Wakesfield, St. Catherine and
moved to St. Ann with the assistance of her niece,
Veronica Bailey, as she was all alone in Wakesfield. She is
currently living with Miss Bailey. One of seven children,
she had a normal and fulfilling childhood. She spoke of
the strictness her mother, Jane Fletcher, and father,
Augustus Fletcher had towards them. When it came to dis-
cipline and education, they did not play around. Both par-
ents made sure all their children got the education they
needed. : :

Mother Fletcher would help the children with school-
work. “Children use to hide from school, but 1 couldn't do
it. My mother was very strict. People use to say that she
was miserable, but we didn’t always get flogging, she just
spoke to us rough.”

The household was strictly Christian and Miss Fletcher
was always active in church. She attended the Buxton
Baptist Church which was in the vicinity of the Buxton
Elementary School. From school, she would go to choir
practice, on to officer meetings, then back to school again. .

She was bapized in 1926 and admis to fallng back in Flopemceflitchers,
1932. She eventually went back into the church in 1951. wiﬂl the hel : - b
: . b p of her nephew, Vincent Fletcher, she rem
Miss Fletcher now attends the Bonham Spring Church of . .00 about the happenings in her childhood. Mother,
father and children use to
work the fields planting and
harvesting crops like cof-
fee, pimento, annotto,
among other things. “We
weren't poor, because we
grew our own food. We did-
n't have to struggle. To
help, my father use to ride
mule or horse to carry peo-
ple’s loads to the Spanish
Town market. My mother
use to do domestic work”.
Miss Fletcher got her own
donkey at about age 50.
She spoke about the
chores she use to have, like
carrying water. “1 use to
carry water from my house
to Springvale. That was
four miles, and we use to
climb a lot of rocks, I use to
carry the water in a bucket
or goudi (calabash) on my
head. If the bucket should
drop and water throw out. |
would turn back if it's not
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He was born August 3, 1903, - from Miss Cindy, a woman
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1944. Fortunately, by then,
she was able to help herself.
At that time she was still
in St. Catherine.
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